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LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
AND ACTUAL APPLICATION

Vanuatu is a group of over 80 islands in the South Pacific. 
Around 65 of these are inhabited.

The Preamble to the Constitution states that Vanuatu is 
“founded on traditional Melanesian values, faith in God, 
and Christian principles.”1 Article 5 (1) of the Constitution 
recognises that “subject to any restrictions imposed by law 
on non-citizens, all persons are entitled to […] freedom of 
conscience and worship.”  This right is “subject to respect 
for the rights and freedoms of others and to the legitimate 
public interest in defence, safety, public order, welfare and 
health.” According to Article 6 (1), a person who believes 
that this constitutional right has been infringed upon is en-
titled to appeal to the Supreme Court. This judicial remedy 
exists “independently of any other possible legal remedy.” 
The Supreme Court may “issue such writs and give such 
directions, including the payment of compensation, as it 
considers appropriate to enforce the right” (Article 6, 2). 

The Vanuatu Christian Council (VCC) is a non-govern-
mental organisation comprising the Presbyterian Church, 
the Catholic Church, the Church of Christ, the Apostolic 

Church and the Church of Melanesia; the Assemblies of 
God and the Seventh-day Adventists are observer mem-
bers.2 

Events of national significance are celebrated with Chris-
tian prayer led by the member Churches of the VCC.

Since August 2016, the government has paid 10 million 
vatu (US$88,700) per annum to the VCC.3

According to the law, children may not be refused admis-
sion to a school or treated less favourably because of their 
religion. Secondary state schools provide religious educa-
tion for an hour a week, which is overseen by the VCC.4 
The government pays the salaries of teachers at church 
schools, which were opened before 1980, and makes 
grants to Church schools.5

Under the Education Act of 2014, parents may excuse 
their children from religious education.6

Registration of religions with the government was intro-
duced in 1995 but the law was repealed two years later. 
The reintroduction of compulsory religious registration has 
been considered at various points since then. Religious 
groups may register as charitable organisations. 

The Government of Vanuatu generally respects the prin-
ciples of religious freedom as they are articulated in the 
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VANUATU
country’s constitution and laws.

The country is a party to the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights.7

INCIDENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS
In the period under review, the VCC reportedly still sought 
a government amendment to the Constitution to recog-
nise Vanuatu as a Christian country.8 Initially proposed 
during an April 2016 meeting9 between the VCC and the 
then Prime Minister the proposal was not, and still has not, 
been implemented. Notwithstanding this, the VCC contin-
ued to develop its partnership with the government, noting 
that an explicit declaration of its Christian identity would be 
fitting for the country. 

Should the Constitution be amended to implement this 
goal, members of other religions would be able to visit, but 
the construction of non-Christian places of worship would 
be illegal.10

During the reporting period, there were no incidents nor 
any other developments related to Christianity’s constitu-
tional status, or any other issue regarding religious free-
dom in the country. 

PROSPECTS FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
The prospects for religious freedom in Vanuatu are posi-
tive with no significant changes anticipated in the coming 
years.
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