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LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
AND ACTUAL APPLICATION

The Preamble to the constitution1 of Trinidad and Tobago 
states that the country was founded on principles that 
acknowledge the supremacy of God, the dignity of the 
human person, and the inherent rights of the individual. It 
emphasises that these rights have been endowed by the 
Creator.

Article 4 of the constitution recognises the right to free-
dom, equality before the law, the protection of the law, 
the right of parents to choose their children’s education, 
freedom of conscience and worship, freedom of thought 
and expression, freedom of association and the prohibi-
tion of discrimination based on race, origin, colour, religion 
or sex.

Article 29 of the Education Act2 stipulates that no one 
can be refused admission to a state school on religious 
grounds. Religious education is allowed in state schools. 
In case parents request religious instruction for their chil-
dren, time must be found in the school timetable during 
which educators of their faith can impart it. Participation is 

strictly voluntary.

Muslim marriage and divorce are regulated by law.3 Chris-
tians can take judicial oaths on the New Testament, and 
Jews can do the same on the Old Testament. For people 
who do not belong to these religions, the oath can be ad-
ministered in other ways.4

Religious groups must be registered with the government 
and show that they are active. Such groups must register 
as charitable organisations in order to obtain tax exemp-
tion status and be authorised to register civil marriages. 
Missionaries belonging to registered religious groups are 
allowed into the country.5

The government subsidies activities carried out by the In-
ter-Religious Organisation (IRO), which represents most 
religious groups. Both nondenominational state schools 
and religiously affiliated state schools receive government 
grants.6

INCIDENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS
In July 2018, a Hindu spiritual leader, speaking out after 
some temples (Mandir) were the subject of thefts and acts 
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of vandalism, said that that people should respect the 
sanctity of different places of worship. One devotee noted 
that “it is becoming increasingly difficult to express one’s 
faith without humiliation and hate.”7

In January 2020, a number of religious leaders said that 
certain “policies and structures [are] in place to ensure 
accountability in churches” and that “proper accounting is 
vital”.8

In March 2020, the Catholic and Anglican Churches sus-
pended their religious services due to the health emergen-
cy caused by COVID-19.9

In August 2020, the government updated its regulatory re-
strictions concerning COVID-19, authorising the celebra-
tion of funerals, weddings and baptisms or other religious 
gatherings, as long as they did not exceed 10 people.10

PROSPECTS FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGION
In the 2018-2020 period, no acts of religious intolerance 
were reported in the country and the prospects for reli-
gious freedom are positive.
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