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LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION
AND ACTUAL APPLICATION
In the Preamble to the constitution, he people of Surina-
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and freedoms are violated.
Workers’ rights are guaranteed by Article 28 without discrimination based on age, sex, race, nationality, religion,
or political beliefs.

1t

me acknowledge that, inspired by the love for their country

Conscientious objection is recognised by Article 180 (5)

to honour and guarantee the principles of freedom, equal-

service.

and the belief in “the power of the Almighty”, it is their “duty
ity and democracy, as well as the rights and fundamental
freedoms of man”.

as acceptable grounds for refusing compulsory military

Religious organisations must register with the Ministry of
the Interior if they want financial support from the govern-

Article 8 (2) of the constitution states that no one shall

ment, including a government stipend for members of the

language, religion, education, political opinion, economic

information, group history and organisation, and the loca-

be discriminated against on the basis of birth, sex, race,

clergy. To register, religious groups must provide contact

position or any other status.

tion of their places of worship.2

According to the constitution, everyone has the right to

Religious education is not allowed in state schools. The

ligion and philosophy of life (Article 18), peaceful associa-

ing to cover the maintenance costs of schools run by reli-

personal freedom and safety (Article 16, 1), freedom of re-

government pays for teachers’ salaries and provides fund-

tion and assembly (Article 20), and the protection of moral

gious groups.3

integrity (Article 9, 1) in the areas of public order, security,
and health as provided by the law (Article 21, 2).

Under Article 10, people have the right to file a complaint
before an independent and impartial judge if their rights
|

ACN - Aid to the Church in Need

The Penal Code punishes those who publicly, and by any
means, instigate or promote discrimination based on religion or creed.4

Good Friday, Easter, Diwali and Christmas are national

INCIDENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS

SURINAME

holidays.5

Government, Church and local media sources reported

no episodes of intolerance or discrimination based on religion.

In July 2020, in view of the COVID 19 pandemic, the

PROSPECTS FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

general protocol for Church activities, including the liturgy.

The prospects for religious freedom in Suriname are good.

were postponed until further notice. Other Sacraments

period examined for this report. The situation of freedom

Catholic Diocese of Paramaribo (Suriname) published a
Sacraments like the First Communion and Confirmation

No cases of religious intolerance were reported during the

could continue to be administered within the established

of religion has not changed since 2018.

limitations.6
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