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SOLOMON ISLANDS

LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
AND ACTUAL APPLICATION

The Solomon Islands consists of six major islands and 
900 smaller ones in Oceania to the east of Papua New 
Guinea. 

Under the constitution, every person has the right “either 
alone or in community with others, and both in public and 
in private, to manifest and propagate his religion or belief 
in worship, teaching, practice and observance.”1 This in-
cludes the right to change religion. These constitutional 
rights may be qualified by law if that is reasonably required 
“in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, 
public morality or public health” or “for the purpose of pro-
tecting the rights and freedoms of other persons.” There 
are no indications that these rights were violated in the 
period under review. 

The country is almost entirely Christian and the five larg-
est denominations are: the Anglican Church of Melane-
sia (around 30 percent); the Catholic Church (around 20 
percent); the South Sea Evangelical Church (around 17 
percent); the Seventh Day Adventists (around 12 percent) 
and the United Church (around 10 percent). There are 

also a number of smaller Christian Churches, as well as 
Baha‘is, members of the Kwaio community (a form of ani-
mism) and Muslims. 

According to the constitution, religious communities are 
entitled to establish, manage and maintain places of edu-
cation, as well as provide religious instruction. No one who 
attends such places of education is required to receive 
instruction in a religion other than his or her own. The 
curriculum of public schools makes provision for an hour 
of religious instruction each day.2 The Solomon Islands 
Christian Association (SICA), an ecumenical non-gov-
ernmental organisation formed by Catholics, Melanesian 
Anglicans and United Methodists; the Seventh Day 
Adventists and the South Sea Evangelicals as associ-
ate members3 agrees on the content of the religious ele-
ment of the school curriculum. The five largest Christian 
denominations run schools and health services; they re-
ceive government subsidies in proportion to the services 
offered.4 There have been no indications that subsidies 
are allocated on a discriminatory basis. 

Religious groups are required to register with the Registrar 
of Companies and to complete the necessary formalities. 
There have been no reports that religious groups were de-
nied registration. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-governmental_organisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-governmental_organisation
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Major Christian feast days are celebrated as public hol-
idays, including Good Friday, Easter Saturday, Easter 
Monday, Whit Monday and Christmas Day.

INCIDENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS
There have been no documented incidents of violence or 
discrimination that is religiously motivated. There was a 
diplomatic incident with a religious angle in Malaita, the 
most populous province of the Solomon Islands, where 
Malatians are very strong Christians. Malaita was threat-
ening to break away from the nation because the central 
government recognized China at the expense of Taiwan in 
its relations, and restarted flight connections with Beijing 
right in the middle of the Covid-19 pandemic. The Malai-
tians were unhappy also about the ill treatment of the faith-
ful by the Chinese government.5 

During electoral campaigns five men were arrested after 
they damaged a United Methodist church, alleging the 
congregation was demanding the faithful to support a 
candidate they disliked. The vandals were ordered to pay 
damages in full.6 

PROSPECTS FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
Although there have been reports of disagreements be-
tween different religious groups, there are no records of 
attacks on religious freedom in the period under review. 
There is no reason to believe that this situation will change 
in the foreseeable future. 
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