
 | ACN - Aid to the Church in Need

Religious Freedom in the World
Report 2021

MI
CR

ON
ES

IA

RELIGIONS

Area

702 Km2

GDP per capita

3,299 US$

Population

107,774
GINI INDEX*

*Economic Inequality
40.1

Other

94.5%
Christians

2.6%
2.9%

Ethnoreligionists

MICRONESIA

LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
AND ACTUAL APPLICATION

Located in the eastern Caroline Islands, the Federated 
States of Micronesia (FSM) are a widely scattered archi-
pelago in the Pacific Ocean. The easternmost section of 
the four island groups is about three quarters of the way 
between Hawaii and Indonesia.

The Declaration of Rights (Article IV) of the FSM’s Con-
stitution1 includes the right to freedom of religion and the 
free exercise thereof. This provision forbids the establish-
ment of a state religion or any governmental restrictions 
on religious freedom. Article V (2) of the Constitution also 
protects the country’s traditions by statute, and if the con-
stitutionality of any statute were challenged, the protection 
of traditions would “be considered a compelling social pur-
pose warranting such governmental action.”

Religious groups are not required to register with the 
state.2 Public schools do not provide religious education 
but private schools may teach religion in addition to the 
government-approved curriculum.3  The government can 
provide assistance to parochial schools (Article IV, 2).

In Pohnpei, an interdenominational council deals with so-
cial issues and encourages cooperation among Christian 
communities.

There are no indications that the central government pur-
sues policies or allows practices that violate constitution-
al safeguards of religious freedom. Official functions and 
events often begin with a Christian prayer led by a Catho-
lic or a Protestant minister.4 No significant objections have 
been made to this practice. 

INCIDENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS
In the period under review, the Ahmadi Muslim community 
reported isolated cases of discrimination and vandalism, and 
there were concerns about sporadic acts of intolerance to-
ward non-Christians.5

A list was released in January 2019, with the names of four Je-
suit priests who had been involved in child sex abuse claims 
from the 1950s to date. The Provincial Superior, Father John 
Cecero, released it, “hoping to contribute to healing from the 
pain and anger caused by clergy sex abuse and the lack of 
accountability and transparency on the part of church leader-
ship.” 6 No additional incidents of significance were reported 
during the period under review.
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MICRONESIA
PROSPECTS FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
Religious freedom is constitutionally protected in the FSM, 
and the government recognises the importance of this 
right. Except for some minor tensions, the prospect for re-

ligious freedom in FSM is positive with religious groups 
demonstrating a commitment to peaceful coexistence. 
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