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LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
AND ACTUAL APPLICATION

The Constitution of Mauritius recognises in Chapter II, 
Article 3 (b), “freedom of conscience, of expression, 
of assembly and association and freedom to establish 
schools”.1 Article 11 (Section 1) upholds freedom of con-
science, thought and religion, including the freedom to 
promote one’s religious beliefs, or change them. 

Article 3 bans discrimination on the grounds of creed. Un-
der Article 11 (Section 4), no one can be forced to take an 
oath that is “contrary to his religion or belief.” 

Article 11 (Section 2) requires the consent of students, or 
parents/legal guardians in the case of minors, to receive 
religious instruction. Article 14 (Section 1) allows religious 
groups to establish and maintain schools that give reli-
gious instruction.2 

Six religious denominations – Hindus, Roman Catholics, 
Muslims, Anglicans, Presbyterians, and Seventh-day Ad-
ventists – are subsidised by the government based on 
how many members they have. Other groups receive no 
subsidies and must register with the authorities in order 

to obtain tax exemptions.3  New religious groups can be 
founded and registered. Residence permits for missionar-
ies are limited to three years non-renewable.4

INCIDENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS
Mauritius is an ethnically diversified country, built on a 
legacy of successive colonial rulers (Dutch, French and 
British) who brought in slaves (from continental Africa) 
and indentured labour (from India). Today, ethnicity and 
religion continue to play major roles in society and in the 
economy.5 Hindus are the largest and dominant group, fol-
lowed by Christians and Muslims.

Interethnic relations remain tense in the island nation, 
mainly because of underrepresentation of certain groups in 
government institutions.6 Although no reliable statistics ex-
ist concerning the ethnic composition in the public service, 
non-Hindus, mainly Muslims and Christians, complain that 
Hindus dominate the government apparatus, giving them 
an unfair advantage in government employment and pre-
venting non-Hindus from reaching higher-level positions. 7

Unlike in previous years, Hindus and Muslims have report-
edly not clashed during the period under review. Some 
violent incidents initially thought to be related to religion 
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turned out to be cases of domestic violence and personal 
issues, according to the police.8

Meanwhile, the Council of Religions,9 a multi-religious and 
multi-ethnic umbrella organisation that represents 18 re-
ligious groups, has hosted interfaith events and celebra-
tions to promote mutual understanding and collaboration 
among religious communities.10

A religious event of note took place in 2019 with the visit of 
Pope Francis to the island nation. Approximately 100,000 
people - roughly 10% of the entire population of Mauritius 

- attended the final Mass in Port Louis.11 

PROSPECTS FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
In the present context of respect for religious freedom and 
political stability, no relevant changes can be expected for 
the foreseeable future. The Pope’s visit12 in 2019 opened 
a new space for dialogue and interreligious exchange.13
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