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LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
AND ACTUAL APPLICATION
Liechtenstein is a hereditary constitutional monarchy with a dem-
ocratic and parliamentary form of government headed by the 
Prince of Liechtenstein (Article 2).1 

The Constitution guarantees freedom of belief and conscience 
(Article 37, 1), expression (Article 40), association (Article 41), and 
assembly (Article 41), as well as equality of rights under the law 
(Article 31, 1). The Roman Catholic Church is the “State Church” 
and as such “enjoys full protection of the State,” but other religions 
are entitled to “practice their creeds and to hold religious services” 
(Article 37, 2). Civil and political rights are not dependent on reli-
gious belief, nor may religious belief allow people to neglect their 
civil obligations (Article 39).

There is no law requiring religious groups to register with the 
state. Religious groups have the freedom to establish private as-
sociations, but require authorisation from the commercial registry. 
If they register, they are eligible for government funding for a va-
riety of activities, including the provision of religious education in 
schools.2

Religious education is required in primary and secondary public 
schools.3 In primary schools, Catholic or Protestant Reformed re-
ligious education is compulsory. However, parents are permitted 

to apply to the Office of Education for exemption. Islamic edu-
cation is also offered (but is not compulsory) in primary schools. 
Religious communities provide teachers for Catholic, Protestant 
Reformed, and Islamic religious instruction and the Office of Edu-
cation pays their salaries, in whole or in part.4

In secondary schools, parents and students are given a choice 
between a course in Catholic religious education, organised by 
the Catholic community and paid for by the government, or a gen-
eral, sociological course about religion and culture.5

The Holocaust is included in the general curriculum of public 
schools; discussions and forums are held on International Holo-
caust Remembrance Day.6

Liechtenstein’s criminal code prohibits public incitement of ha-
tred or discrimination against individuals or religious groups, as 
well as refusing to serve a person or group of persons based 
on their religious affiliation. Membership in any association that 
promotes discrimination against religious groups or individuals is 
also banned.7

The slaughtering of animals without stunning is outlawed, thus 
making ritual slaughter for kosher and halal meat illegal (Arti-
cle 20, 1 and 2).8

In 2017, the United Nations Human Rights Committee (UNHRC) 
questioned the close ties between the state and the Catholic 
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LIECHTENSTEIN
Church and expressed concerns regarding the impact that those 
close ties could have on the protection of freedom of religion as en-
visaged in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.9

In its recommendations, the UNHRC asked Liechtenstein to en-
sure that: “(a) Efforts are redoubled to reach an agreement within 
outstanding municipalities in order to amend the Constitution; (b) 
Funding is provided to religious organisations of all religious com-
munities on a basis of equality and that such funding is not limited 
to efforts aimed at integration of minority communities; and (c) 
The criteria for the recognition of religions guarantees the free-
dom of religion and belief and freedom to manifest a religion or 
belief either individually or in community with others, in public or in 
private, in worship, observance, practice or the teaching.”10

INCIDENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS
In the period under review there were no reported violations of re-
ligious freedom in Liechtenstein. There were, however, a number 
of developments in relation to religion.

In May 2018, the European Commission against Racism and In-
tolerance (ECRI) of the Council of Europe issued a report11 that 
recommended Liechtenstein address the lack of a Muslim cem-
etery and provide government funding to the community; it also 
called for the recognition of minority religions and granting Mus-
lims “access to appropriate premises for practising their religion.”  
The lack of a Muslim burial site was described by Muslim groups 
as an urgent problem because those who hold a foreign passport 
can be buried in their home countries, but Muslims who only hold 
Liechtenstein citizenship have no such option.12

In December 2018, the Turkish-Islamic Cultural Association was 
founded; as of February 2020, it was in the process of negotiat-
ing the use of rented space in Nendeln as a prayer room. This 
would be in addition to the “Green Mosque” (Grünen Moschee) in 
Triesen where space is limited, especially for Friday prayers and 
holiday celebrations.13 

In December 2019, Prince Alois said that he advocated a clearer 
separation between Church and state in Liechtenstein, but that 
the “unbundling” proposal had been delayed for three years due, 
in part, to questions of how to address the issue of Church assets. 
Separation would require constitutional changes, a religious law, 
and agreements with major religious communities.14 

Restrictions on religious gatherings due to the coronavirus pan-
demic in 2020 instituted by the government were eased in May 
2020 for religious communities, so long as social distancing and 
health measures were respected.15

PROSPECTS FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
Religious freedom is guaranteed and the prospects for religious 
freedom remain stable. The population of Liechtenstein has slow-
ly become more pluralistic over the last few decades. While Cath-
olics made up more than 95% of the population in the 1930s and 
1940s (90.3% in 1970),16 their share has steadily declined since 
then (73.4% in 2015).17 The planned reorganisation of the rela-
tionship between the state and the Catholic Church could create 
a uniform legal basis for the relationship between the state and all 
religious communities.
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