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LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION
AND ACTUAL APPLICATION

of the Holy See and of all its religious institutions and

The Preamble of the Constitution1 invokes God. The

tion and its free and public acts of worship (Article 3, 1).

national Coat of Arms includes a Bible and a cross

in the centre (Article 32). The national motto is “God,
Country and Liberty” (Article 34).

associations. It guarantees the Catholic Church the
free and full exercise of its spiritual power and jurisdic-

The government recognises the civil quality of marriages celebrated in accordance with canon law (Article 15,

1). It guarantees religious assistance to the members

Article 39 stipulates that all people are born free and

of the Armed forces (Article 17) and facilitates religious

treatment and enjoy the same rights, freedoms and

19). The state guarantees the teaching of the Catholic

equal, that they are entitled to the same protection and

assistance in schools, hospitals and prisons (Article

opportunities, without discrimination based on, among

religion in public schools, except for students whose

other things, gender, colour, religion or political opinion.

parents ask for an exemption (Article 22, 2).

Article 45 upholds freedom of conscience and worship,

The Constitution stipulates that to be recognised by

subject to public order.

Religious marriages have - according to Article 55 (4)

- civil effects in the terms established by law, without
prejudice to the provisions of international treaties.

Although the state is not confessional under the Consti-

tution, a concordat with the Holy See has been in place

since 1954. It states that the “Catholic religion [. . .] is
the religion of the Dominican Republic and shall enjoy
the rights and prerogatives due to it” (Article 1).2

The state recognises the international legal personality
|
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the state and obtain legal recognition, non-Catholic

religious organisations must fulfil certain requirements

and follow the procedures indicated by the law. Once
these requirements have been met, they can enjoy
tax-exempt status.3

The General Education Law upholds freedom of education, while private schools may offer religious and/

or moral instruction in accordance with their own pedagogical ideas (Article 24).4

Law No. 198-11 regulates the terms and conditions un-

brated by non-Catholic Churches are recognised.5

A biblical studies law mandates the Bible be read in
public schools at the beginning of each day.6

In addition to a 2016 bill on religious freedom, another draft law was presented in March 2019; it includes,

among other things, the obligation of religious entities
and Churches to register, a ban on any attempt to un-

dermine public order, respect for other faiths, the right
not to be subjected to discrimination because of one’s
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der which the civil effects of religious marriages cele-

in February 2020, the prelates backed the demand for
explanations of why municipal elections were suspend-

ed, calling for a return to dialogue.16 In this context, a

proposal was made to have the Archbishop of Santo
Domingo mediate among politicians to help the country
overcome the crisis.17

Faced with the COVID-19 pandemic, the bishops highlighted the need for national solidarity and called on

people to respect the decisions taken by the authorities
to prevent the spread of the virus.18

religious beliefs, the right to observe the feast days and

day of rest of one’s religion, and the right of religious

PROSPECTS FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

evant parliamentary committee delivered a favourable

Over the period under review, no episodes of violation

merging the two projects with some additional recom-

freedom is making its way through the Dominican Con-

entities to obtain state grants.7 In May 2018, the rel-

report to a plenary session of the Chamber of Deputies,

of religious freedom were reported. A bill on religious

mendations.8

gress. The Church and other religious organisations

INCIDENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS

are perceived as important actors in national life and
the prospects for religious freedom remain stable.

In early 2018, according to a survey by Latinobarómetro,

the number of Catholics in the country has declined.9 In
2013, more than 60 percent of the population said they
belonged to this religion whilst in 2017 the figure was

down to below 50 percent. The recognition of the Pope

as an authoritative figure of the Church also declined,

with a positive assessment of six on a 10-point scale.10
In November 2018, the Education Committee of the
Chamber of Deputies recommended a draft resolution
enforcing an existing law concerning biblical readings

and instruction in public schools.11 In June 2019, a res-

olution was passed in the lower house of Congress not-

ing this lack of enforcement. The Ministry of Education
declared it would not enforce the law considering this a

violation of the constitution and the rights of parents to
determine the faith customs of their children.12

In June 2019, a new Santo Domingo Metro Users’ Manual was published, banning political or religious prose-

lytising through songs, acts, prayers or speeches (Ar-

ticle 34, No. 27).13 Yet, the press reported that, despite

the ban, the practice of preaching in the Santo Domingo metro continues.14

The country’s Catholic bishops spoke out on a number
of social and political issues, notably: In January 2020,

they called for action to tackle the country’s many se-

rious problems as well as eradicate corruption,15 and
Religious Freedom in the World Report 2021 |

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

SOURCES / ENDNOTES
1 Dominican Republic 2015, Constitute Project, https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Dominican_Republic_2015?lang=en (accessed 30th September 2019).
2

Concordato entre la Santa Sede y la República Dominicana de 1954, Vatican City, http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretari-

at_state/archivio/documents/rc_seg-st_19540616_concordato-dominicana_sp.html (accessed 28th December 2019).
3

Articles 12 and 35, “Ley 122-05 de Regulación y Fomento de las Asociaciones Sin Fines de Lucro,” Dirección General de

Aduanas de la República Dominicana, https://www.aduanas.gob.do/media/2207/122-05_para_regulacion_y_fomento_asoc_sin_fines.pdf
(accessed 28th December 2019).
4

Chapter VI, Article 24, “Ley 66-97: Ley General de Educación,” La Educación Dominicana, http://www.educaciondominicana.

info/2012/02/ley-general-de-educacion-66-97.html (accessed 30th September 2019).
5

“Ley N.º 198-11 que regula los matrimonios religiosos y sus efectos,” Poder Judicial República Dominicana, https://www.poderju-

dicial.gob.do/documentos/PDF/novedades/Novedad_Ley_198-11.pdf (accessed 28th December 2019).
6

Office of International Religious Freedom, “Dominican Republic”, 2019 Report on International Religious Freedom, U.S. Depart-

ment of State, https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-report-on-international-religious-freedom/dominican-republic/
7

“Proyecto de ley – Que regula la libertad religiosa, de conciencia y de cultos y crea el registro de entidades religiosas en la

República Dominicana,” 7th March 2019, Boletín Jurídico del Observatorio de Libertad Religiosa de América Latina y El Caribe, Nº8 (Year
14), (June 2019, http://ojs.uc.cl/index.php/bjur/article/view/1663/1691 (accessed 28th September 2020).
8

Comisión Permanente de Derechos Humanos, “Informe favorable con modificaciones a las iniciativas: 1. Proyecto de ley de

ibertad de conciencia y de cultos en la República Dominicana. 2. Proyecto de ley que regula la libertad religiosa, de conciencia y de cultos
y crea el registro de entidades religiosas en la República Dominicana,” 21st May 2019, Cámara de Diputados, Boletín Jurídico del Observatorio de Libertad Religiosa de América Latina y El Caribe, Nº8 (Year 14), June 2019, http://ojs.uc.cl/index.php/bjur/article/view/1663/1693
(accessed 29th September 2020).
9

Kirsis Díaz, “Encuesta: dominicanos se alejan de la iglesia católica,” Diario Libre, 14th January 2018,https://www.diariolibre.com/

actualidad/encuesta-dominicanos-se-alejan-de-la-iglesia-catolica-KM8970268 (accessed 28th September 2020).
10

“Valoración baja del Papa Francisco en República Dominicana,” Diario Libre, 14th January 2018, https://www.diariolibre.com/ac-

tualidad/valoracion-baja-del-papa-francisco-en-rd-LG8967683 (accessed 28th September 2020).
11

Comisión Permanente de Educación, “Proyecto de resolución de la Cámara de Diputados que solicita el cumplimiento a la Ley Nº

44-00 del 11 de julio del 2000, que establece la lectura e instrucción bíblica en las escuelas públicas y privadas de la República Dominicana,” 29th November 2018, Cámara de Diputados, Boletín Jurídico del Observatorio de Libertad Religiosa de América Latina y El Caribe,
Nº8 (Year 14), June 2019, http://ojs.uc.cl/index.php/bjur/article/view/579 (accessed 6th January 2020).
12

Office of International Religious Freedom, “Dominican Republic”, 2019 Report on International Religious Freedom, U.S. Depart-

ment of State, https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-report-on-international-religious-freedom/dominican-republic/
13

“Manual de Usuarios de los Servicios de Metro y Teleférico de Santo Domingo,” 10th July 2019, Oficina para el reordenamiento

del Transporte (OPRET), https://www.opret.gob.do/Documentos/ManualMetroTeleferico.pdf (accessed 6th January 2020).
14

“Cristianos siguen predicando en el Metro y a los pasajeros parece que les gusta,” Diario Libre, 29th December 2019, https://

www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/ciudad/cristianos-siguen-predicando-en-el-metro-y-a-los-pasajeros-parece-que-les-gusta-LF16136962 (accessed 3rd April 2020).
15

Alina Tufani, “República Dominicana, elecciones 2020: los obispos piden erradicar la corrupción’, Vatican News, 15th January

2020,https://www.vaticannews.va/es/iglesia/news/2020-01/republica-dominicana-elecciones-2020-obispos-corrupcion-erradica.html (accessed 3rd April 2020).
16

Paola Calderón Gómez, “Iglesia dominicana solicita claridad tras suspensión de elecciones,” Prensa Celam, 19th February
|

ACN - Aid to the Church in Need

2020).
17

Dahia Sena, “Aspirante a diputado pide a arzobispo SD mediar en crisis institucional RD,” CDN, 24th February 2020, https://cdn.

com.do/2020/02/24/aspirante-a-diputado-pide-a-arzobispo-sd-mediar-en-crisis-institucional-rd/ (accessed 29th September 2020).
18

“Comunicado del Consejo Permanente de la CED ante realidad del país por coronavirus,” Conferencia del Episcopado Dominica-

no, https://www.ced.org.do/comunicado-del-consejo-permanente-de-la-ced-ante-realidad-del-pais-por-coronavirus/ (accessed 29th September

2020).

Religious Freedom in the World Report 2021 |

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC  

2020,https://prensacelam.org/2020/02/19/iglesia-dominicana-solicita-claridad-tras-suspension-de-elecciones/ (accessed 8th September

