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LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
AND ACTUAL APPLICATION
Freedom of religion and the right to religious self-expres-
sion are enshrined in the constitution and laws of Cape 
Verde (Cabo Verde). The constitutional text upholds the 
equality of all citizens regardless of their religion (Article 
1, Section 2), the separation between State and religion 
(Article 2, Section 2), and the right of citizens to choose 
or change religion (Article 48, Section 1).1  Moreover, it 
guarantees the right of non-discrimination on religious 
grounds, and prohibits confessional public education (Ar-
ticle 49, Section 2). The constitution prohibits political par-
ties from adopting denominations that could be identified 
directly or indirectly with a religion (Article 57, Section 2). 
These rights may be suspended only in a state of emer-
gency or siege (Article 27). A 2014 law further codifies the 
right to worship freely and also to provide religious instruc-
tion to children.2

Cape Verde and the Holy See signed an agreement in 
20133 that recognises the independent legal status of the 
Catholic Church as well as its right to freely carry out mis-
sionary activity. It also protects Catholic places of worship 
and grants church marriages the same status as civil mar-

riages.  Under this concordat, the Church does not pay 
taxes on revenues and assets used for religious purpos-
es or non-profit activities. Contributions to the Church are 
also tax deductible.4

All religious and secular organisations must register with 
the Ministry of Justice.5  There are no sanctions for organi-
sations that do not register, but those that do enjoy certain 
benefits (like tax exemptions). 

INCIDENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS
A former Portuguese colony, Cape Verde is proportionate-
ly the most Catholic country in Africa.6  Christianity is firmly 
rooted in its culture. Relations between the different reli-
gions are fundamentally free of tensions. There were no 
significant incidents affecting the right to religious freedom 
in the country during the reported period. 

PROSPECTS FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
No significant changes in religious freedom or incidents 
of special interest were observed during the current re-
porting period. Nothing suggests that the situation will fun-
damentally change in the near future. Nevertheless, the 
entire region of West Africa is experiencing major change 
with the growing influence of Islamic extremism.
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