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LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
AND ACTUAL APPLICATION
The Preamble to the Constitution of Belize1 recognises 
the “supremacy of God” and expresses faith in human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, the dignity of the human 
person and the equal and inalienable rights given by God 
to everyone.

Article 3 guarantees fundamental individual freedoms sub-
ject to respect for the rights and freedoms of others and 
the public interest, which include, among others, freedom 
of conscience, expression, assembly and association, re-
gardless of race, place of origin, political opinions, colour, 
creed or sex.

Article 8 (3, c) of Belize’s constitution recognises the right 
to conscientious objection to military service.

Article 11 (1) protects freedom of conscience, including 
freedom of thought and religion, as well as freedom to 
change one’s religion or belief, to manifest and propagate 
it through worship, teaching, practice and observance, 
alone or with others, in public or in private.

Article 11 (2) also stipulates that, except with their own 
consent (or that of a parent or guardian in the case of mi-

nors under 18 years of age), no one attending an edu-
cational establishment or held in prison or serving in the 
Armed Forces can be required to receive religious instruc-
tion or take part or attend any religious ceremony that is 
not of their own religion.

Article 11 (3) acknowledges that all religious communi-
ties recognised by the state have the right to establish 
and maintain educational establishments at their own 
expense. Nor will they be barred from offering education 
and religious instruction to their members, irrespective of 
whether such communities receive public funding or not.

Under Article 11 (4), no one can be required to take an 
oath against their beliefs or in a manner that contravenes 
their religion or beliefs.

Lastly, according to Article 16 (1, 3), no law can discrimi-
nate in itself or in its effects, wherein discrimination refers 
to the different treatment of people by reason of their sex, 
race, place of origin, political opinions, colour or creed.

The Belize Council of Churches and the Evangelical As-
sociation of Churches have the right to recommend to the 
Governor General one member of the Senate (Article 61, 
4, c).

Like any ordinary business, religious groups must register 
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BELIZEwith the Companies Registry. Registration allows them to 
operate legally in the country and to be recognised by the 
state. Failure to register may result in closure by order of 
the government.2

Churches and other places of worship are exempt from 
paying property taxes.3

Religious organisations can operate or manage schools, 
hospitals and other charities in partnership with the state 
and receive public funds.4

Foreign religious workers require a religious worker’s visa 
to enter the country and proselytise.5

The curricula of public schools include non-denomination-
al ‘spirituality’ classes, which include lessons on morals, 
values and the world’s religions. Attendance is at the dis-
cretion of parents.6

The country’s military, the Belize Defence Force, provides 
designated venues for worship to all religious denomina-
tions. In prison, members of the clergy may request the 
use of any existing chapel to minister to inmates.7

INCIDENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS
In March 2020, religious activities were suspended as a 
result of the government taking preventive measures fol-
lowing the outbreak of the COVID-19 global pandemic.8 
Churches adapted to the situation in order to continue pro-
viding their services. In April 2020, members of the cler-
gy of various Churches asked the government to classify 
them as “essential workers” so that they could meet the 
spiritual needs of their parishioners. The Attorney General 
pointed out that it is necessary to act with good sense and 
“find creative ways to do things.”9

PROSPECTS FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGION
Unlike the previous period, no disagreements nor acts of 
intolerance were reported involving Churches and the au-
thorities during the 2018-2020 period. Nothing suggests 
that religious freedom was curtailed in the country. Hence, 
the future prospects for freedom of religion are positive.
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